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Digital Imaging South Africa (DISA

Supporting scholarly research
Skills in digital technologies
Capacity building

Collaborative effort 
Anti-apartheid journals
Archival documents
Multimedia  ……
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Music as part of the struggle

… resistance is …. also about staying human in the face of inhumanity …
affirming life in the face of a rigid denial of it ..      (Rhythms of resistance)

Political use of popular music

Music as “hidden history” / “popular history”

Music and musicians often banned and censored ….
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Digitisation 

Fractured private collections

Difficult to access

Physical media deteriorating

Online access to support scholarly research
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The music projects

SAMAP (South African Music Archive Project) 
South African music
HYMAP (Hidden Years Music Archive Project)

ILAM (International Library of African Music) 
Largest archive of African music in sub-Saharan Africa
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Aims
create an online resource of Southern African music

record indigenous knowledge

promote multidisciplinary scholarly research
supported by National Research Foundation (NRF)
a theory of music making in Africa
assessing the social, cultural, and artistic values of African music 

preserve cultural music collections 

contribute to multimedia archive of struggles for freedom  
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An African context

Open source

Open access

Open standards

Open data
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Greenstone Digital Library Software

Version 2.72; 2.73 (unstable); 2.74 (available for download)

Open source and licence-free

fully-searchable, metadata-driven digital library

easy to install and manage

each collection is built separately to retain own identity

customisable to search across collections or on one collection
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Dublin Core (DC)

Descriptive metadata

http://dublincore.org/documents/dces/

http://dublincore.org/documents/dces/


DC-2007 Conference, 28 August 2007, Singapore



DC-2007 Conference, 28 August 2007, Singapore

Metadata creation

Students funded by NRF
Music training
Interest in music

Student training
Skills acquisition

Controlled vocabularies (format; genre) 
Minimise errors

International standards
date
time
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Development in progress

African music thesaurus

Guidelines for description 

Quality control guidelines
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Development of a Profile

Dublin Core

Additional  elements?

Minimum requirements for good records?

Audio recordings only?

Text documents (eg sheet music)?
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Challenges

Keep it simple    
but

Rich metadata

Oral traditions

Not well documented

Large amount of Optional elements
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dc Term Guidelines and observations Required/ 
Optional

Repeatable/
Non-repeatable

dc:Title Often no available title O NR

dc:Creator Lyricist/Composer/Performer/Arranger R R

dc:Conrtibutor Engineer/Producer/Musician R R

dc:Subject Preferably from a controlled vocabulary R R

dc:Description Text description or list of contents R NR

dc:Publisher Publisher of the recorded music O R

dc:Date Date of recording, date of event ISO format R R

dc:ResourceType Select from a controlled vocabulary R R

dc:Format Physical format, recording length ISO format, 
digitisation hardware and software

R R

dc:Identifier Institutionally defined. Preferably a URI/URL R NR

dc:Source Album, Event O NR

dc:Relation Track O NR

dc:Coverage Geographical area from which the music originates 
and about which the music covers

O R

dc:RightsManagement Copyright symbol O R

dc:Language Language of the lyrics O R

Guidelines and observations
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Profile as a means to ensure quality

Enforce standards across the collections

Ensure accuracy and integrity

Work flow – tracking 
Accountability
Seamless 
Production figures
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Community of Practice

group of practitioners sharing a common interest

willingness to work together

specific area

common goals

hasten skills transfer

virtual collaboration
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Requirements

Collaboration

Training

Testing

Feedback

Publishing 
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Contacts

Pat Liebetrau – DISA 
e-mail:   liebetraup@ukzn.ac.za

SAMAP:

http://aboutdisa.ukzn.ac.za/samap/search.htm

ILAM

http://ilam.ru.ac.za/index.php
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